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columns were degenerated in the lower lumbar and upper sacral regions. 
The right and left peroneal and plantar nerves showed some degeneration, 
and muscles attached to these nerves were much atrophied. 

Spiller also reports two other cases presenting the epiconus symptom- 
complex in one of which the Achilles tendon reflex was preserved, and he 
suggests that this may indicate that the centers for this reflex are at a 
higher level. 

C. E. Atwood (New York). 

Zentralblatt fur Nervenheilkunde und Psychiatrie 

(Vol. XXXI. April i, 1908) 

Apropos of Interchange of Inhibition of Thought in Congenital Intellec¬ 
tual Defectives in Prison Psychoses. Risch. 

Risch reports clinical records of six patients who developed a psychosis 
synchronously with their prison confinement. All of them showed psy¬ 
chopathic stigmata. Some manifested incapacity for maintaining their 
social positions in life. The relation of the mental disorder to the psycho- 
genetic shock—prison penalty—was striking. The characteristic symptom 
of the disease picture was thought inhibition. The patients were unable 
to answer simple questions, do easy calculations, or solve plain problems. 
Quite often intelligent answers were interchanged with stupid ones. 
While patients were under examination thought inhibition was more 
pronounced. Although they could not do simple arithmetical tasks yet 
they could play cards and keep scores correctly. Their expression was 
sad and this bore a direct ratio to the inhibition of thought. They were 
usually confused, depressed and apprehensive. As a rule they were easily 
calmed and induced to associate with their fellow patients. They would 
become readily accustomed to their new environment and orientation would 
rapidly improve. Delusions and hallucinations were accompaniments. 

In regard to classifying this interesting symptom complex, the author 
holds that it should be recognized as a distinct clinical reality per sc, 
occurring in constitutional defectives reactionary to psychogenic factors. 
Hysterical psychosis is excluded inasmuch as the disease picture lacks 
definite physical stigmata and other symptoms peculiar to such a reaction. 

(Vol. XXXI. April is, 1908 and May 1, 1908) 

1. Serum Diagnosis in Syphilis. E. Plaut. 

2. Contribution to a Critical Examination of the Relative Value of Dif¬ 

ferential Diagnoses of Lumbar Puncture. (Continued in May 1, 
1908.) F. Chotzen. 

1. Serum Diagnosis .—Plaut states that according to various statistics 
80 to 90 per cent, of cases of syphilis give a positive serum reaction. 
However, he emphasizes that by this method we are only enabled to as¬ 
certain the syphilitic constitution but not to localize the disease process. 
In the secondary manifestations the percentage is very high; in the tertian 
and latent lues the figures are low; in the primary stage the reaction is 
rarely positive. In twenty-five cases of syphilis of various stages, with¬ 
out neurological complications, antibodies were not found in the cerebro¬ 
spinal fluid, but serum reaction was positive with a few exceptions.. In 
syphilitic affections of the central nervous system, cerebro-spinal fluid is 
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free from anti-bodies, but they, are present in the blood. In metasyphi¬ 
litic diseases like paresis and tabes anti-bodies are demonstrated in both 
cerebro-spinal fluid and blood. In 95 cases of paresis which Plant ex¬ 
amined, cerebro-spinal fluid, except one, gave positive findings. In tabes 
the percentage is lower, only from 70 to 80 per cent. These extremely 
interesting results show that lues is the cause of paresis. Serum diag¬ 
nosis in psychiatry is of great importance in as much as we are enabled to 
determine the syphilitic genesis in the various forms of mental enfeeble- 
ment in childhood. Likewise syphilitic arterio-sclerosis, cerebral lues, 
etc., can be separated from paresis. The author offers a critical review 
of the various methods employed in serum diagnosis, and finally con¬ 
cludes that Wassermann’s original method is the most reliable one. 

_2- Differential Diagnoses .—Chotzen made 125 lumbar punctures in 117 
patients suffering from various forms of mental diseases and his results 
may be tabulated in the following manner: Paresis .—Eighty cases (97 
punctures)—3 punctures were negative but later the results were positive. 
In one case, lymphocytes were only slightly above normal and albumen 
was increased (this patient was undoubtedly a paretic). One of Kunth- 
er s cases, several examinations of cerebro-spinal fluid were negative, and 
only later it showed a very slight increase. However, necropsy revealed 
a typical paretic process. Only in two instances albumen was absent 
while a lymphocytosis was marked. Four supposed paretics had no 
lymphocytosis, hence they were excluded from the series. 

Tabes with Psychoses .—Three cases. In two lymphocytosis, one 
marked, the other slight, both had no albumen, and the third albumen only. 

Various Forms of Organic Diseases.— Twenty-seven cases (32 punc¬ 
tures). One case of cerebral lues showed no lymphocytosis on two ex¬ 
aminations. One amyotrophic lateral sclerosis with psychical disturbance 
in an old luetic, few lymphocytes and moderate albumen were present. 
Two cases of cerebral infantile paralysis, no lymphocytosis. One lobular 
sclerosis with epilepsy (Jacksonian type), was negative. One case of 
cerebral tumor (temporal region) gave a positive reaction. One case of 
acute apoplexy, fluid was bloody. Four cases of meningitis (one puru¬ 
lent, one epidemic, two tubercular)—in the first polynuclear elements 
predominated, in the last two polynuclear and lymphocytes were increased. 
Albumen was present in all of them. Arterio-sclerosis with hemiplegia 
or multiple foci—12 cases (15 punctures). One had an increase of cells 
and the albumen was not examined; in another albumen was present but 
no lymphocytes; in one with recent lues, both lymphocytosis and albumen 
were demonstrable, in one with old syphilis, lymphocytes were slightly 
increased and albumen was absent. Three cases of diffuse organic dis¬ 
eases of an unknown genesis, five lumbar punctures were negative. In 
one case of traumatic pseudo-paresis, the cerebro-spinal fluid was negative. 

Senile Psychosis .—Seven cases—only in one (old puella) slight 
lymphocytosis was shown. 

Alcoholics. —Thirty-five cases (37 punctures). Chronic alcoholism 
—3 with 3 negative results (two have had lues). Five cases of delirium 
tremens had negative findings. One case of protracted delirium had a 
slight increase of albumen (syphilis). Delirum tremens gravis, 8 cases, 

9 punctures; 7 of them were negative; one revealed abundant leucocytes 
in presence of meningeal infiltration (puella) ; in another slight increase 
of large pale granular cells without albumen. Of the seven negative 
cases five showed the presence of albumen. 
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Korssakoff’s Psychosis .—Fourteen cases (15 punctures). In one 
case with focal symptoms, there was a lymphocytosis, but cause of it, 
could not be ascertained—necropsy was refused. (This case should not 
be included.) In another instance albumen was found but no lympho¬ 
cytes (the patient was epileptic) ; 2 cases of alcoholic cachexia and one of 
at^ute hallucinosis, the cytological examination was negative. One case 
of hallucinatory enfeeblement (arterio-sclerosis) lymphocytosis was 
mildly increased and albumen was not ascertained. 

Infective Exhaustive States .—Acute delirium, asthenic delirium, etc. 
Six cases (7 punctures) ; in one case albumen was present and in another 
both lymphocytosis and albumen were demonstrated. The patient suf¬ 
fered from chronic phthisis and was not syphilitic. Autopsy could not 
explain these findings. 

Dementia Prcecox. —Thirty-two cases (35 punctures). In two cases 
lymphocytosis and albumen were found. In one only albumen was pres¬ 
ent. All these patients were infected with lues. Another case with 
probable history of syphilis albumen was positive. 

One manic depressive insanity—puncture was negative. 

Four degenerative psychosis—results were negative. 

Three imbecility—also negative. 

Nine epilepsy (genuine and traumatic). In 3 lymphocytosis was 
elicited; one man was positively syphilitic; one woman probably luetic; 
in the traumatic cases albumen was absent. 

The author decries the French method of cytological examination and 
offers his own. He takes .2 c.cm. of cerebro-spinal fluid and divides it 
with a fine pipette into four equal parts on four cover slips (10X10 c.cm.) 
and after drying, fixing, staining, etc., the cover glass is placed in Ehr¬ 
lich’s counting chamber and examined with a microscope. 1-2 cells in a 
c.mm. is normal; 2-4 cells cannot be regarded pathological; a slightly 
positive reaction is from 6-10 cells and in general paralysis the cells vary 
from 6-106. Chotzen maintains that one puncture in doubtful cases is 
not sufficient. The presence of albumen and lymphocytosis should not 
be regarded as confirmatory evidences of the disease, but they are only of 
value in conjunction with other symptoms. The absence of either lympho¬ 
cytosis or albumen speaks in favor of syphilitic arterio-sclerosis, a cere¬ 
bral syphilis and tabes with psychosis. In the early stages of syphilis one 
may find both albumen and lymphocytosis, later either one disappears, and 
finally both are absent. He discusses the usual precautions one should 
take in this operation. 

The after effects of lumbar puncture are slight and only in 22 of his 
cases some symptoms were observed. In three patients, however, strik¬ 
ing manifestations after the puncture were noticed! One had hysterical 
paralysis, the second suffered from jactation with slight numbness and 
the third collapsed because a large quantity of fluid under great pressure 
was removed, but this was not fatal. In all of them the symptoms were 
only transient. 

Karpas (Ward’s Island). 

MISCELLANY. 

A New Case of Hypophysis Operation in Degeneratio Adiposo- 
genitalis. v. Eiselberg and v. Frankl-Hochwart (Wiener klin. 
Wochenschrift, July 30, igo8). 

The authors report a case of angiosarcoma of the pituitary body re- 



